History of
The Holy Eastern Orthodox Christian
Apostolic Church:
North American Synod

Over the centuries, Eastern Orthodoxy became the dominant expression of the Christian Apostolic Faith in Greece, Russia
and the Russian Territories, the Balkans, Serbia, Bulgaria and Romania, and the Oriental Orthodox Churches in the
Middle East, this would include, the Armenian, the Coptic and the Ethiopian Orthodox Churches. All these Orthodox
Churches are independent of each other, each with its own Synod and/or hierarchy, including a primate who is called,
depending on culture and history, Patriarch, Catholicos, Pope, Metropolitan or Archbishop. All of these churches
espoused generally the same Holy Traditions (teachings) and Holy Mysteries (sacraments) and Apostolic heritage of the
undivided Church. They all acknowledge the Patriarch of Constantinople as Primus Inter Pares (first among equals
among the independent sees) following the schism with the West. Orthodoxy, therefore, is divided in language, national
politics, and old-country loyalties However, Orthodoxy is also united in faith, theology and for the most part, worship.
The Holy Eastern Orthodox Christian Apostolic Church: North American Synod is the indigenous and autocephalous
Orthodox Church for all of North America. Founded in 1927 by the Synod of Bishops of the Russian Orthodox Church in
North America. Although we offer filial and brotherly ties to the Holy Patriarchate of Moscow and All Russia, and all
canonical and ethnic Orthodox Churches, which have been spurned, we are the canonical Orthodox Church for all North
Americans.

The first of the Orthodox Churches of the East to bring the message of Orthodoxy to North America was the venerable
Russian Orthodox Church. In 1794, eight monks from a Russian monastery founded an Orthodox mission on Kodiak
Island, which then belonged, together with all the lands of Alaska, to Russia. By 1840, a Russian Orthodox Bishop had
been consecrated for the lands in Alaska. In 1872, his seat of authority was moved to San Francisco, and, in 1905, the
Russian Orthodox Church moved its Diocesan and administrative headquarters to New York City.

Patriarch Tikhon

In 1905, the American Archbishop Tikhon presented to the Russian Synod of Bishops the project of an autonomous, or
autocephalous, Church of America, whose structure would reflect the ethnic pluralism of its membership. He also foresaw
the inevitable Americanization of his flock and encouraged the translation of the liturgy into English. The will of Patriarch
Tikhon was also expressed again in 1921 towards the foundation of the same ecclesiastical body.

Our authority comes from what was the undisputed canonical Orthodox authority in the Americas, the Synod of Bishops
of the American Russian Dioceses of the Russian Orthodox Church, sometimes called the Metropolia. The Russian
Orthodox Bishops carried out the will of the Patriarch of Moscow and All Russia when they chartered on February 2,
1927, a separate American Church, an autocephalous Orthodox Catholic Church for all the Americas. As the result, the
original Church Corporation was filed in the State of Massachusetts in 1928 as The Holy Eastern Orthodox Catholic and
Apostolic Church in North America.

NOTE: The original name of this Church was originally The Holy Eastern Orthodox Catholic and Apostolic Church in
North America. The name was changed in 2009 after over two-thirds of a majority of the Synod voted to remove the
presiding hierarch from office. As this individual insisted on retaining non-orthodox members of his immediate family on
the board of directors, he claims ownership of the original name, logo and service marks. The Synod feels that the best
interest of the Church is served by remaining faithful to the apostolic mission entrusted to Archbishop Aftimios, rather
than an empty and inactive paper corporation.



Archbishop Aftimios
On May 13 (0.S.), 1917, Archbishop Evdokim (Basil Mikahailovich Mischersky),

4 " ¢the Russian Orthodox Archbishop for North America, assisted by Bishop Alexander
g Q Nemolovsky of Canada and by Bishop Stephen Dzubay of Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania,
K consecrated in Saint Nicholas Russian Orthodox Cathedral in New York City, Fr.

Aftimios Ofiesh, a Syrian Archimandrite under the jurisdiction of the Russian
‘Orthodox Synod in North America, as Bishop of Brooklyn, New York.

On August 14, 1921, Patriarch Gregory of Antioch wrote to Patriarch Tikhon of
Moscow, submitting a proposal to establish his Antiochian jurisdiction in America.
However, the Russian Patriarch (who had served as Archbishop of America prior to
the Russian Revolution) stated in his reply dated January 17, 1922, "the 'Russy -

‘; Antaki' conflict must be resolved with the approval of the Russian authorities in the
‘E ENew World and their supporter Aftimios Ofiesh". In other words, the Patriarch of
—, Antioch must first obtain permission of the Russian Orthodox Bishops in North

America including Bishop Aftimios before the Antiochians could establish their
gjurisdictions. In 1922, Metropolitan Platon (Rozhdestvensky) assumed leadership
over the Russian Orthodox Church in North America. Metropolitan Platon was
appointed by Patriarch (Saint) Tikhon of Moscow and All Russia. In 1923,
BMetropolitan Platon, with the approval of Patriarch Tikhon, elevated Bishop
Aftimios (Ofiesh) to Archbishop.

An Act of the Bishops
of the American Dioceses
of the Russian Orthodox Church:

"Now we, the Synod of Bishops of the Dioceses of the American Russian Jurisdiction, believing ourselves called of Christ
and moved of the Holy Spirit in behalf of Holy Church and Her children in the Americas and being fully authorized
through the above letter by the highest Authority in the Church to which we owe and maintain strict obedient loyalty." A
brief description of the letter mentioned above would be useful at this point. The letter referred to is one written by
Metropolitan Sergius, Acting Patriarchal Locum Tenens of the Russian Orthodox Church, under the date of September 12,
1926 (new style) addressed to the Russian Bishops outside of Russia and of which the excerpt was felt to be relevant to
the founding of the new American Orthodox Catholic Church. In countries which are not Orthodox, autonomous groups,
even Churches, could be organized, whose members need not all be all Russians. Such separate and individual life can
sooner save you misunderstandings and friction that an effort on the part of all to stay together under the authority of an

artificially created center.

The Synod of Bishops of the Russian Orthodox Church in North America stated: "we hereby, on this 2nd day of February
(new style) in the year 1927, charge one of our number, His Eminence, the Most Reverend Aftimios, (Canonical)
Archbishop of Brooklyn and we do hereby permit, empower, authorize the said Archbishop of Brooklyn to found,
organize, establish, head, conduct, control and maintain a distinct, independent, and autonomous branch of the Orthodox
Catholic Church to be known and legally established and generally recognized as The Holy Eastern Orthodox Catholic
and Apostolic Church in North America”. Statement #2 stated that: "it is derived from and canonically founded by the
Church of Russia and while The Holy Eastern Orthodox Catholic and Apostolic Church in North America is entirely
autonomous and independent in its organization, constitution, administration, jurisdiction and authority, it shall preserve
at all times its brotherly and filial relationship to the Patriarchate of Moscow and All Russia".

Our completed Constitution was dated December 1, 1927, drafted by the Metropolia and stated: "that The Holy Eastern
Orthodox Catholic and Apostolic Church in North America is independent (autocephalous) and autonomous in its
authority in the same extent as the Orthodox Patriarchates of the East and the Autocephalous Orthodox Churches now

existing."



"Furthermore, The Holy Eastern Orthodox Catholic and Apostolic Church in North America has original and primary
jurisdiction in its own name and right over all Orthodox Catholic Christians of the Eastern Churches and Rite residing or
visiting in the U.S. and Alaska and the other territories of the U.S., in Canada, Mexico and all North America".

Archbishop Aftimios

Archbishop Aftimios was a true visionary. He had the heart of a missionary; and he (like Patriarch Tikhon before him)
perceived the absolute essentiality of establishing a native American Church. On February 2, 1927, Archbishop Aftimios
became the first Ruling Hierarch of the Church when Metropolitan Platon and the Synod of Bishops of the American
Russian Orthodox Dioceses, meeting in South Canaan, Pennsylvania, carried out the will of Saint Tikhon, Patriarch of
Moscow and All Russia and chartered an autocephalous American Orthodox Church under Archbishop Aftimios it was
established and incorporated on the basis of an excellent Constitution, designed to bring true unity to American
Orthodoxy. Many believe that Archbishop Aftimios and his successors have been the only canonical Orthodox bishops in
the United States since 1917. Archbishop Aftimios died at age 85 in 1966. His heritage lives on in The Holy Eastern
Orthodox Christian Apostolic Church: North American Synod

Leadership Today

After restoring a canonical Orthodox hierarchy in 1995, presidency of the Synod rotated between several of the bishops.
After a period of turmoil, Metropolitan Victor was elected by the Synod in Feb. 1997. The Synod later determined to
change the title from Archbishop President to Metropolitan. In July, 2003 the Synod declared THEOCACNA to be the
American Orthodox Patriarchate. In 2006, Metropolitan Victor adopted the monastic name Nikon and began using the
title Patriarch. Archbishop Leland was elevated to the Office of Metropolitan of North and South America. In 2009, in a
vote of 6 to 1, the Synod voted to retire the title of Patriarch, break communion with Archbishop Victor/Nikon, and to
adopt the name: The Holy Eastern Orthodox Christian Apostolic Church: North American Synod (American Orthodox
Christian Communion). Metropolitan Leland was elected President of the Holy Synod.



